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Little York Plantation Fact Sheet

Crabapple Trees

Crabapples are, perhaps, the most prized Genus of ornamental flowering deciduous trees available for the home landscape. Both crabapples and apples share the Genus Malus - but crabapples are defined, in deference to apples, by fruit sizes less than 2” in diameter. The newest varieties of crabapples, such as those varieties carried here at Little York Plantation, have clusters of fruits no larger than an inch making them look cherry-like from a distance. 

At present, there are well over 600 types, varieties and cultivars. New hybrids are introduced with great regularity because of their ease in cross-pollination; and with all these new crosses, improvements continually abound. 

Crabapples had been received with trepidation by many, in the past, because of their former extreme susceptibility to disease, scab, rust, and blight (to name a few) – not to mention that they tended to be a welcome roost for armies of tent caterpillars. Be aware that unhealthy, stressed, and over dry trees are more susceptible to disease and infestation than their healthier, happier counterparts. Keep new trees well watered (see our ‘Guide to Watering New Plantings’ Fact Sheet for advice on how to properly water new trees). NOW, newer varieties are bred, well prized, and justifiably praised for their excellent disease and insect resistance as well as their smaller, persistent pome fruits which make cleaning up after them a thing of the past.
Here are a few additional exceptional qualities possessed by crabapples:

· Crabapples are available in a wide variety of single, semi-double, and double blooms in varying flower and bud colors. 

· Crabapples can be used interchangeably with apples to insure pollination for fruit set.

· Fruits are highly prized by wildlife as a source of fall and winter food. 

· Fruits can be used, just as regular apples, for cooking and for preparing preserves, jams and jellies. 

· Crabapples are hardier and have more surpassed longevity than many of the small stone fruits grown in CNY such as peach, plum, apricot and cherries. 

· Highly adaptable – they prefer an acid pH (pH 5.0 to 6.5) and moist well-drained soil – but can tolerate varying soil conditions. 

· Crabapples are a smaller sized tree perfect for smaller lots or where the potential for tangling in power lines is a concern. 
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