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Little York Plantation Fact sheet

Water Gardening Tips

The ultimate health and balance of your water garden depends upon the plants it contains. Plants provide essential nutrients and oxygen for fish and other pond creatures as well as provide shade, shelter and a spawning medium. The following list of[image: image2.jpg]


 guidelines should aid the water gardener in providing a suitable balance in the water garden.

· Avoid building a pond near trees or other shrubby plants that have aggressive root systems. This will avoid possible puncturing of the liner and the hassle of having to drain your pond and patch holes – or, worse yet, the need to replace the liner entirely.

· Avoid building a pond on slopes or where water naturally accumulates. Reserve those ‘problem’ areas for a bog garden.

· Water plants not listed as ‘hardy’ can often be winterized indoors by a faithful gardener.

· Expect algae to accumulate in a new pond until it reaches a natural balance. Fish feed on algae and are a natural solution to excess algae. Plants are another natural control measure. Plants help shade areas that would otherwise be exposed. Sunlight accelerates the growth of the pervasive ‘pond pest’ (algae grows at an exponential rate in full sun!).

· Some popular plants, including water lilies, prefer still water. Do not install a fountain or build a watercourse in an area you plan to grow such plants. Our water plant list indicates plants that have these special needs.
                         Select from among the attached list of aquatic plants and marginals for your water gardening projects. Whether you have small ponds and containers, or large ponds and watercourses - we’ve got the plants for you! We provide a selection of pants that we have found to be the best performing and most popular for the CNY water gardener. Many are available all season. We recommend preordering those listed as ‘tropical’ or ‘tender’, so that you will get the best selection for the next growing season.

Visit us online! www.littleyorkplantation.com
A free-floating Water Hyacinth is secure in a bed of budding Water Lilies and Fairy Moss.








