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Little York Plantation Fact Sheet

Gardening for Birds

Ideas and Plants to Help 

Attract Feathered Friends
Plants that provide berries and seeds are an important element of the home landscape, even more so if welcoming birds is one’s aim.  Seeds and berries from plants and conifers are a diet staple or most birds. Chosen carefully, landscape plants can be a welcome feast and cozy shelter to a number of species of birds year round. Homeowners should also consider providing fresh water sources for birds to bathe and drink (change water frequently to avoid stagnation and attraction of problem insects or disease). 

As well as feeding from plants, birds are amazing and natural ‘adaptive re-users’ – they take many garden ‘wastes’ and found objects and modify them as elements to build their shelter – we could learn a lot by their example. Foliage, flowers, sticks, stalks and downy ‘silks’ are attractive for building nests. They creatively use the most amazing things (pet hair, ribbons, milkweed pod silk, feathers, bark, cloth, etc.) – few small objects are rejected!
Annuals

Sunflowers

Perennials

Ornamental Grasses (varies)
Ornamental Strawberry (Fragaria sp.)

Fruits

Strawberry (Fragaria sp.)
Currant (Ribes sp.)
Elderberry (Sambucus sp.)
Gooseberry (Ribes sp.)
Blueberry (Vaccinium sp.)
Raspberry (Ribes sp.)
Grape (Vitis sp.)
Cherry (Prunus sp.)
Peach (Prunus sp.)
Plum (Prunus p.)
Pear (Pyrus sp.)
Crabapple (Malus sp.)
Apricot (Prunus sp.)
Apple (Malus sp.)

Shrubs

Snowball (Viburnum sp.)
Cranberry (Viburnum tri.)
Yew (Taxus sp.)
Cotoneaster (Cotoneaster sp.)
Rugosa Roses (Rosa rugosa)
Bayberry (Myricca sp.)
Bittersweet (Celastrus sp.) Holly (Ilex sp.)
Serviceberry (Amelanchier sp.)
Barberry (Berberis sp.)
Dogwood (Cornus sp.)
Honeysuckle (Lonicera sp.)
Spruce (Picea sp.)
Firethorn (Pyracantha sp.)
Juniper (Juniperus sp.)
Hawthorne (Crataegus sp.)
Russian Olive (Elaeagnus sp.)
Larch (Larix decidua)
Magnolia (Magnolia sp.)
Smokebush (Cotinus cog.)

Quince (Chaenomeles sp.)

Trees

Mountain Ash (Sorbus sp.)
Crabapple (Malus sp.)
Arborvitae  (Thuja sp.)
Hemlock (Tsuga canadensis)
Birch (Betula sp.)
Maple (Acer sp.)
Fir (Abies sp.)

Oak (Quercus sp.)

Specialty Bird food is available at Little York Plantation - in addition to fine feeders, birdbaths and birdhouses for year round shelter and care – in a plethora of designs and materials. Bags of soft nesting material are welcome additions for nest building.

Visit us online! www.littleyorkplantation.com








