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Gardening Calendar 

 

for Autumn

 

October 

-

 November 

-

 December

 

 

            

Fall is a perfect time to plant! 

 

The cooler,  moist conditions are advantageous for quick stress

-

free  root 

 

establishment. Pl

ant trees, shrubs, and perennials to get a head start on next season. 

Consider planting to promote gorgeous fall color every sea

son

—

see our 

 

‘Plants for Autumn Interest’ Fact Sheet for a plant list and ideas.

 

 

 

Early Season

 

 

            

*

    Clean plant debris and leaves from perennial beds and gardens to prevent over

-

 

            

wintering of insects and diseases.

 

 

            

*

    Consider leaving some of the tough stemmed grasses and perennials standing in the 

 

            

garden to provide seeds for winter birds 

.  They will also act as a windbreak, collecting 

 

            

snow over the bed for added 

 

insulation.

 

 

            

*

    Rake and discard leaves

 

 

            

*

    Dig and store tender bulbs, corms and rhizomes 

 

 

            

*

    Divide and replant overgrown perennials such as Hostas, Daylilies, and Shasta 

 

            

Daisies now.

 

 

            

*

    Water evergreens thoroughly before the ground begins to freeze

 

 

            

*

    On a sunny fall day, clean out birdhouses,  making minor repairs as necessary.

 

 

            

*

     Insure the long life of concrete or other  damagable garden statues, birdbaths and 

 

            

accessories by 

 

storing them out of the

 weather or covering or sealing them adequately 

 

            

on a dry day.

 

 

            

*

     Hollow out pumpkins, squashes and gourds as unusual outdoor plant containers 

 

            

and as crafty, festive harvest vases indoors!

 

 

Mid

-

 Season

 

 

            

*

    Clean and store garden tools and equipment so they are ready for spring use.  Wash 

 

            

or scrape off soil, remove rust, then wi

pe with an oily rag or cooking spray to protect 

 

            

steel surfaces.

 

 

            

*

    Drain hoses, outdoor water lines, water sprinklers and timers to prevent damage 

 

            

from freezing expansion. Store them for nex

t year.

 

 

 

             

*

    Stock up on bird food and ready bird feeders to attract feathered friends  to the 

 

            

winter garden.

 

 

            

*

    Prune and thin shrubs  to enhance plant form and silhouette.

 

—

  over  

—
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*

    Prepare beds and trees for  winter by remulching 

 

            

to insulate roots.

 

 

            

*

    Inspect or add plant markers to aid in identifying 

 

            

and keeping track of specimens in the garden. Zinc 

 

            

and copper markers s

cribed with permanent marker 

 

            

pen are the most durable

—

and water proof!

 

 

            

*

    Begin cutting back indoor plants

—

houseplants 

 

            

and cacti begin going dormant and require less 

 

            

water and food. Keep a good wa

tch over your indoor 

 

            

plants for any insect, disease or fungus infestations

—

 

            

keep chemicals for use to control winter infestatio

ns.

 

 

            

*

    Leave hardy water lilies and fish in ponds deep 

 

            

enough not to freeze solid (usually at least 30”

-

 36”).

 

Late Season

 

 

            

*

    Along with gathering greens for holiday 

 

            

decorations, use Red  Dogwood  twigs for contrast 

 

            

color.

 

 

            

*

    For seasonal flowers, consider Poinsettias, 

 

            

Kalanchoes, Christmas Cactus as well as bulbs that 

 

            

have been forced for bloom 

such as Amarylis and 

 

            

Paper Whites.

 

 

            

*

    As Christmas presents, consider garden tools and 

 

            

accessories for the avid gardener as well as gift 

 

            

certificates so they ma

y choose their own special gift 

 

            

at 

Little York Plantation

. Check out the garden gift 

 

            

section of our web site to see the showca

se of unusual 

 

            

gifts for any one on your list

—

even the non

-

gardener!

 

 

            

*

    As long as the ground remains frost free, 

 

            

schedule tasks to give yourself a head start on spring 

 

            

projects.

 

 

            

*

    Spray 

Dormant Disease Control 

as directed on 

 

            

Peaches and other listed ornamentals to prevent 

 

            

unslightly symptoms of many d

iseases.

 

Little York Plantation Fact Sheet

 

Gardening Calendar 

 

for Autumn

 

October 

-

 November 

-

 December

 

LYP Tip:  

Holiday plants last longer if given proper attention.   Provide correct light, humidity, 

 

and day and nighttime temper

atures.  With care they can be summered over in the garden next year.  

 

Poinsettias and Christmas cactus can be extended by plac

ing them in a bright, cool area free from drafts.

 

My Personal Reminder List

 

To Do: 

 

Mulch beds and trees_______

 

Divide overgrown perennials_

 

Prune shrubs______________

 

__________

________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

________

__________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________

 

 

To Buy:

 

Buy trees for fall planting.___

 

Buy shrubs for hedges.______

 

Buy perennials to fill dull____ 

 

__are

as with color next season.

 

Zinc garden markers.________

 

Houseplant insecticidal soap__ 

__and systemic insecticide.___ 

 

_________

_________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

_________________

_________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

 


